
Derek Sawyer
Derek is the fourth generation to own and 
Operate Sawyer Land & Cattle. The farm has been 
in his family for more than a century and grown in 
size and output under his leadership. 

After earning a degree in animal science from 
Kansas State University in 2002, Derek returned to 
the farm to work alongside his father and 
grandfather, Lowell Sawyer. With the loss of his 
grandfather in 2006, he was given the opportunity 
to take over ownership of the business. During that 
time he has implemented new processes, 
technologies and added acres and equipment, all 
while maintaining many of the traditional farming 
practices. Derek works alongside his father and 
two additional full-time employees. 

Outside of the farm, Derek supports the agriculture industry through service in organizations 
including Kansas Farm Bureau and American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF). Through his 
involvement with AFBF, Derek has traveled across the U.S. and internationally to represent U.S. 
agriculture. He works with lawmakers and legislative staff to communicate Kansas farmers’ needs 
and issues. 

He has held the following committee positions:
■ McPherson County Farm Bureau 
 - Board member and past president 
■ Kansas Farm Bureau
 - Young Farmer & Rancher committee member and past president
 - Policy Committee member
■ American Farm Bureau Federation
 - Young Farmer & Rancher committee member
 - Partners in Agricultural Leadership (PALs) class member
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Katie Sawyer
Katie grew up off the farm and earned degrees in 
communication and international studies from 
Pittsburg State University (Pittsburg, Kan.) 

Following graduation, she went to work for various 
newspapers and in 2012 translated her journalism 
skills into a career in public relations and marketing. 
She currently works as the Career Services and 
Industry Relations Director for McPherson College. 
In December, she will graduate from Purdue 
University with a masters degree in strategic 
communication.

Marrying her communication work and farm 
Knowledge, Katie advocates for the farm and all of 
agriculture through various organizations and her personal blog, New To The Farm. She also 
co-hosts a weekly television show, That’s My Farm, which airs across the state of Kansas, and 
writes for various agriculture media outlets, including The Hutchinson News’  AgLand and Kan-
sas Cattleman magazine. She remains active in her community and has served on the following 
organizational boards:
■ Kansas Farm Bureau      ■ CommonGround Kansas
 - Young Farmer and Rancher Committee member  - Spokesperson
 - Guest blogger for Kansas Living magazine
 - Host for annual blogger/media farm tour
■ McPherson County Young Professionals   ■ Kansas Beef Council
 - Board member and past president    - Team Beef member
■ Inman Community Foundation
 - Board member and vice-president
■ McPherson County Republicans
 - Communication director
■ McPherson Chamber of Commerce
 - Board member
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